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Colonial borders are often blamed for postcolonial conflict, yet many artificial
boundaries remain peaceful while others become enduring hotspots of
violence. This paper argues that artificial borders do not inherently produce
prolonged or transnational conflict. Instead, they become persistently violent
when post-independence states fail to establish inclusive, legitimate, and
regionally responsive governance, particularly in peripheral border areas. The
study tests whether border artificiality alone explains conflict, or whether its
effects depend on early governance failure.

Results show that artificial borders are associated with high levels of terrorism,
militant violence, and unrest, but only when early border governance is weak.
Regression models confirm that artificiality alone is not a significant driver, but
its interaction with governance failure is both statistically and substantively
robust. The findings suggest that institutional weakness, in addition to border
design, better explains postcolonial border-zone violence.
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